IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete listing of the claims in this application, reflects 
all changes currently being made to the claims, and replaces all earlier versions and all 
earlier listings of the claims: 



(Currently Amended) A decoding apparatus comprising: 
a) m input means for inputting unit, arranged to input a 
bitstream obtained by coding a plurality of object data in xmits of objects and muH^lexing 
the coded data, wherein th e bitstream includes managem e nt data for mgriaging the plurality 
of objects, and the plurality of object data are hicrai - chized data^ich provide a desired 




scalabilitv in accordance with a combination among the^luralitv of object data : 

b) a separation m e anyro r separating unit, adapted to separate 
coded data of each object from the bitstre^; 

c) sclccti0n m e ans fo r selecting a prcdctcmiined object from the 
plu r ality of objects contained inahc bitst r eam a desired scalabilitv input unit, arranged to 
input data indicating a gra<fe of the desired scalabilitv : 

1) an outputting m e ans for decoding unit, adapted to decode the 
coded data of the (^ject in accordance with the management data indicating the grade of 
the desired sc^bilitv, and outputting the decoded data; and 

e) a synthesis means for synthesizing unit, adapted to svnthesize 
the obje^ft data outputted by said outputting means unit . 
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2. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the bitsl^feam 
is a bitstream complying with MPEG4. 

3. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to CMm 1, wherein 
the bitstream input to said input means mut is scrambled, and said input means unit 
comprises a descrambling means for dcscrambling unit, arranged tydescramble the 
scrambled bitstream. 

4. (Currently Amended) An appa^tus according to Claim 3, wherein 
th e manag e ment data is ITMr data that is not scrambl e d the bitstream includes intellectual 
property data that is not encoded , and said deiicrambling means unit descrambles the 
scrambled bitstream in accordance with^ intellectual property data. 



5. (CurrentlyAmended) An apparatus according to Claim 3, wh e r e in 
said apparatus further compmcs comprising a read means fo r r eading imit, adapted to read 
descrambling data for de^rambling the scrambled data, the descrambling data being stored 
in an IC card, and wherein said descrambling means unit descrambles the scrambled 
bitstream in accor/ance with the descrambling data read by said read means unit . 
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/ 6. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein 
prtits further com p ris e s comprising a read means for reading unit, adapted to read 
data for selecting the object, the selection data being stored in an IC card, and 



said a selection means selects unit, adapted to select the predetermined object fronvthe 
plurality of objects in accordance with the selection data read by said read meays unit . 

7. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 1 , wh^ein the plxirality 
of objects include at least a video object. 

8. (Original) An apparatus according to ^im 7, wherein the plurality 
of objects include at least an audio object. 

9. (Original) An apparatus ac96rding to Claim 8, wherein the plurality 
of objects include at least a scene description o)fject. 

10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, further 
comprising a monitor means for monixoring unit, arranged to monitor the object data 
synthesized by said synthesis ntcans unit. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, further 
comprising a communicsftion means fo r pcrfonning unit, arranged to perform data 
communication with^ extemal device, said commimication device transmitting, to said 
external device, iniormation representing that the bitstream is decoded. 



12. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 11, wherein 
said commimication m e ans unit performs data commimication through the Internet. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A decoding method comprising the steps of: 

inputting a bitstream obtained by coding a pluraUty of object ^ata in 
units of objects and multiplexing the coded data, wherein the bitst r eam includes 
management data for managing th e plurality of obj e cts, and the plurality of object data are 
hicrai ' chiz c d data which provide a desired scalability in accordance with a /ombination 
among the plurality of object data : 

separating coded data of each object from tKe bitstream; 

s e l e cting a pr e det e miined object from tfee plu r ality of objects 
contained in the bitstr e am inputting data indicating a grade of the desired scalability : 

decoding the coded data of the/object in accordance with the 
management data indicating the grade of the desiped scalability, and outputting the decoded 
data; and 

synthesizing the object data outputted in said decoding step. 



14. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium which 
stores a program, said prograrn comprising steps of: 

a) / input processing of inputting a bitstream obtained by coding 
a plurality of object datd in units of objects and multiplexing the coded data, wherein the 
bitstream includes lyfanagement data fo r managing the plurality of obj e cts, and the plurality 
of object data are 4ii c rarchi2 c d data which provide a desired scalability in accordance with a 
combination among the plurality of object data : 

b) separation processing of separating coded data of each object 
from the/bitstream; 



c) sel e ction processing of s e l e cting a p r ed e termin e d object fr^ 
the plui ' alitv of ob j ects contained in th e bitstr e am desired scalability inputting prog^ssing of 
inputting data indicating a grade of the desired scalability : 

d) outputting processing of decoding^ttle coded data of the 
object in accordance with the manag e ment data indicatifig the grade of the desired 
scalability, and outputting the decoded data; 

e) synthpsts processing of synthesizing the object data outputted 
in said outputting processj 




15. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein the plurality of 
objeef data includes data of different resolutions. 
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